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* Same of the By-Laws made by the Governour and Company of the 

_ * * City of London, for the Plantation of the Summer-Iſlands. 
Humbly offered to the Conſideration of Parliament, 


Hat for and towards the maintenance of Miniſters in the Summer-1ſlands, the providing 
-. of Ammunition far the defence of the Place, the payment of Officers, both here 
there, and other publick Charges; the Duty of a Penny be Impoſed on every pound- 
weight of Tobacco that ſhall be Imported from the Summer-1ſlands of the growth of 
the Place; unlels the Company ſhall think fit to alter and change the ſame. 


IT 


At a General-Court 18th of Auguſt 1658; 


: PÞY the better ſecuring the Companies Duties, it is thought fit and ordered, That the Go- 

| vernour and Council in the Summer-Iſlands ſhall have power given them, and they are 

hereby Authorized by this Company to ſeize and make ſale of the Goods of any perſon there 

+ that is. endebted for, and ſhall negle& or refuſe to pay the Companies Duties. And in caſe 

there be not ſufficient Goods to fſatisfie and pay his Duties, That the {aid Governour and Coun- 

cil do cauſe the Lands of every tuch perfon to be extended until the faid Duties be fully 
paid. 


. The long Law of Seizure of Ships. 


At a great and General Quarter Court held for the Summer Iſlands Com- 
pany, on Wedneſday the 22d of November, 1676, at Sadlers-Hall. 


A Law to Revive and make perpetual a Law made at a Quarter Court, held for 
this Compeny on Wedneſday the 12th of July 1671 3 Entituled, A Law making 
Forfeit a ſuch Goods and Commodities as are nſually Imported into the Somer- 
Iſlands, in the Companies Magazeen Ships, in caſe the ſame be imported thithir 
in any other Ships: Alſo for the ſeizure of Tobacco and Cedar, ſent aboard Ships 
to be tranſported without Licence : And alſo making forfeit all ſuch Ships or 
Veſſels, as ſhall Import or Export any ſuch Goods, Commodities, Tobacco's or Ce- 
dar without Licencc. And alſo eppointing the FaGor to produce his Invoice, make 
Oath thereof, and to ſell according to the ſame. 


Hereas a Right Good and Profitable Law was made at a Quarter Court held for this 
Company, on Wedneſday the 12th of July, 1651, Entituled, 4 Law making forfeit 
all ſuch Goods and Commodities, as are uſually Imported into the Somer-Iflands, in the (ompamies Ma- 
gazeen Ships , uy 4 the ſame be Imported thier in any other Ships : Alſo for the Seizure of To- 
bacco: and Cedar ſent aboard Ships, to be Tranſported without Licenſe. Which Law was made tb 
continue and be in force for Two years next enſuing Proclamation made thereof in the ſaid 
Iſlands: And for that the Reviving and Continuance of the ſaid Law, will be of great uſe and 
benefit to the Company and Plantation; and the Trading-Merchants of the aid ws OY 

Be it therefore Ordained and Enadted ; And it is by the Authority of this Great and General 
Court, Ordained and Enated, That the ſaid Law, with the Additions hereafter expreſſed, be, 
and is hereby Revived, Recontinued, and made Perpetual, and to have continuance for ever. 
.- And be it further Ordained and Enafted; And it is hereby Ordained and Enafted, That 
henceforth, no ſuch dry Goods or Commodities whatſoever, as have been and are uſually ſent 
the Companies Magazeen-Ships, for the ſupply of the Inhabitants of the faid Iſlands, ſhall be ſe 
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S1ipped, Carried or Imported iato the {aid Iſlands, by any Member or Members of this Com. 
pany, or any Forreigner, or other Perion or Perſons whatſoever, from the Port of Londen, or 
any other Porg or Place within this Realm of England, Dominion of Wales, or Town of Bar- 
wick, upon Tweed, in any Ship or Ships, Veſſel or Veſſels whatfoever, ſave. only in the Companies 
Magaz:en Ships, or in ſuch Ship or Vellel as ſhall fixſt have Licence from, this Company, under 
the Scal of this Company, for Shipping or Exporting of ſuch Goods and Commodities for the {aid 
Iſlands, under the penalty of "the forteiture and lols of every ſuch Ship.or Veſſel , with all its 
Guns, Furniture, Tackle, Ammunition and Ayparel, as ſhall without Licence as aforeſaid, Carry 
and Import into, the faid Iſland, any ſuch Goods and Commodities. ; 

"And be it further Ordained” and Enafted; and it is hereby Ordained and EnaQed , "That from 
and"after the” end of Three Months next after Proclamation hereof made in the ſaid, Iflang ; no 
dry Goods or Commodities as have been and. are uſually, ſent in the Companies Magazzen, Ships 
for (the ſipply- of the Inhabitants of the ſaid INanJs, ſhall be fent, Shipped, Carried or Imported 
into the ſaid I{lind, by any the Inhabitants” of the faid. Hands, or any other Perſon or Perſons 
whatſoever, from New England, Jamaca, Barbadoes, Mev, or any other the Caribee Iſlands, or 
from Ireland or Scotland, in, any Ship. or Ships, Veſſel or Veſſels, belonging, or to belong to the 
ſaid INland, or in any other Shi, or Ships, -Veſſet or Veſſels whatſoever ; tave only in the Com- 
panies Magazzen Ships, or in ſuch Ship or Veſſel as ſhall firſt have Licence from this Company, 
under the Seal of this Company, for ſending and "porting of tuch Goods and Commodities, 
under thr penalty. of the forfeiture and loſs of: every. ſuch Ship or Veſſcl, with all its Guans, 
Eurriiture, Tackles Ammunition and Apparel, as ſhall without Licenſe as aforeſaid, Carry and Im- 
port into the ſaid lands, any fuch Goods and Commodities. 

And Be it further Ordained and Enated 3 And. it is, hereby Ordained and Enacted, That if it 
ſhall. appear by the Oath of one, or more of the Searchers, or other due proof upon Oath, be- 
fore the Deputy-Governour of the ſaid Iſland, That any ſuch dry Goods or Commodities, have 
been, or are brought, or Imported into the faid Iſlands by any Ship or Ships, Veſſel or Veſſels, 
except the Companies Magazeen Ships, for, the time being, without Licence firſt had or obtained, 
as aforeſaid: Then, and in ſuch Caſe, The Sheriff of the ſaid Iſlands for the time being, forths 
with upon Notice thereof, ſhall Seize and Secure; and he is hereby Impowered and Injoyned to 
Seize and, Secuxe, to, and for the Uſe of the ſaid Company, all and every ſuch Ships 
of” Veſſels , "in', or hy. which., any ſuch: dry Goody, or Commodities ſhall - be brought 
or Imported. into the ſaid. land , with their Guns , Furniture , Tackle , Ammunition 
and Apparel; and ſhall likewife with all convenient ſpeed difpole thereof by Sale or other- 
wiſe, which alſo he is hereby Impowered and Enjoyned to do. One fourth part of the Pro- 
ceed thereof, ſhall be allowed to the Informer; One-other fourth part thereof to the Sheriff 
of the ſaid Iſlands, for his Care and wy 4 pn in. that Service, And the-reſidue thereof 
ſhall be Employed and diſpoſed of by. the Shexift, towards defraying the Publick Charge of the {aid 
INands in ſych way and manner as the Deputy-Governour and Council there ſhall, trom time to 
time, under Seal of the Office dire&, 

* And be it fyrther Ordained and EnaRted, and it is hereby Ordained and Enafted, That no 
Tobacco or Cedar of the Growth of the ſaid Iſlands, ſhall be Shipped or Laden on board any 
Ship or Ships, Veſſel or Veſſels, with intent to Export the ſame from or out of the ſaid Iſlands, 
other than' the Companies Magazene-Ships, without Licenſe firſt had and obtained from the 
Company here under their Common Seal, or from . the Deputy Governour in the faid Iſlands for 
the time being, under his Hand and Seal of Office for doing thereof, under the Penalty of the 
forfciture and loſſes of every fuch Ship or Veſſd), with all its Guns, Furniture, Tackle, Am- 
munition and” Apparel, which ſhall receive og Board any ſuch Tobacco or Cedar. 

And be it further Ordained and EnaQed, and it is hereby Ordained and Ena&ted, That if it 
ſhall at any time hereafter appear by. the Oath of one or more of the Searchers, or other due 
proof upon Oath before the Deputy-Gavernour of the ſaid Iſlands, That. Tobacco or Cedar of 
the Growth of the ſaid Iſlands are Laden or put aboard any Ship or Veſſel with intent to Ex- 
port the ſame from or out of the ſaid Iflands, except upon the Companies Magazene-Ships for 
the time being without Licenſe firſt had or obtained as aforeſaid ; Fhat then and in ſuch cafe the 
Sheriff of the ſaid Iſlands for the time being forthwith upon notice thereof ſhall ſeize and fe- 
cure: And he is hereby empowred and enjoyned to ſeiz2 and ſecure to and for the uſe of the 
Taid Company all and every ſuch Shjps or Veſſels in or upon which any ſuch Goods are to La- 
den to be Exported as aforeſaid, with their Guqs, Furniture, Tackle, Ammunition and Apparel. 
And ſhall likewiſe with all convegicnt ſpeed Dig ole thereof by Sale, or otherwiſe , which alto 
he is hereby Empowered and Enjoyned to, do : One fourth part of the proceed thereof ſhall be 


"allowed to the Informer, one other fourth part thereof to the Sheriff of the ſaid Iſlands = his 
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Care 2nd Encovragement in that Servite z. and- the reſi.ue thereof ſhall be imployed and Cifpolſed 
of bv the Sheriff towatds defraying- the -publick LRarge of the ſaid Iflands, in tuch way and 
manner 2s the D-puty-Governour and Gouncil there ſhall from time to time under Sezl of the 
Cfhce direct. 

yt bet ſurther Ordained and EnaQted; And it is hetehy Ordained and EnaRed, That, all 
and every Merchant that hereafter ſhall ſend any Goods and Commodities to the Summer-Iſlands, 
ſhall rog<ther with the ſame ſend an Envoice figned by him, of the Rates and Prices at which 
the ſame are to be ſold: + And -that the Fattor or Agent of every ſuch Merchant, before he ſhall 
ſell or expoſe to ſale any ſuch Goods or Commodities, ſhall repair to the Deputy-Governour 
of the {aid Iams for the tine beingy and ſhall before him produce the Envoice and Envaices of - 
ſuch Goods ani Merchandiz:s that are to him conligned and fent, And that every ſuch FaQor 
or Agent ſhall take his Oath on the holy Evangeliſt, before the Deputy-Governour in the faid 
Iflands, for the time being; which Oath the ſaid Deputy-Governour is hereby impowered to 
Adminiſter, That the ſaid Envoice and Envoices are the ſame that he received from his Merchant or 
Correlpondent. And that he: will;not {et the Goods or Merchandizes therein mentioned, or a- 
ny part thereof, at any higher or greater rate or prize than are expreſſed in ſuch reſpeRive En- 
voice. And that every Agent or Fa&or that ſhall fell or diſpoſe of any Goods or Merchandizes 
before Oath made, as aforefaid,- or at' greater rates or prices than are contained in ſuch Envoice or 
Envoices, or ſhall refuſe to: groduce and ſhew forth tuch Envoice and Envoices to any Buyer 
that (Hall demand fight thereof 5 ſhalF for every ſuch Offence forfeit and pay the fum of ten 
pourids off Money Sterling; to be le by the Sheriff of the ſaid Iſands, by Diſtrets and Sale 
oft the' Offeriders Goods (rendring the over-plus thereof (if any ſhall be ) to the party Offen- 
ding'}* tobe imployed for publick- Wes: 

RICHARD BANNER, Serretary of the ſaid Company. 


At a Quarters-Court 25 Novemb. 1663. 


WAY Fires the building of Ships in the Summer-Iſlands, if not reſtrained by Law, may be 


of dangerous conlequence to the welfare of the Company and the Plantation ; as name- 
ly, That the Timber of the Iſlands by the building of Ships will be utterly deſtroyed, That 
when the Inhabitants have Shipping of their own, occaſion will be given to ſteal and carry away 
the Tobacco, and fo the Company deprived of their Duties ; The Magazene-Ships ſent from the 
Company will be diſappointed of their Freight; at leaſt entertained at great uncertainties; And 
laſtly the Members of the Company, and Owners of Land here, will loſe their Rents and Debts, 
and in ſhort time their whole Eſtate ; for prevention thereof, 

Bz it EnaQted and Ordained, and this General Court do ordain and eſtabliſh, That no Veſſel 
exceeding five Tunns ſhall be by any perſon or perſons upon any pretence whatſoever erefted or 
built in the ſaid Iſlands, without expreſs Orders from the Company firſt had and obtained. And 
if any perſon or perſons ſhall preſume to ere any Veſſel within the {aid Iſlands exceeding five 
Tunns or upwards, That upon diſcovery and legal proof of the ſame taken before the Go- 
vernour or any of the Council there, all and every ſuch Veſſel to be forfeited and ſeized upon, 
and fold for the uſe of the Company ; and out of the Money to be raiſed thereupon, one fourth 
part to be paid to the party that ſhall give the Information, and the other three parts to be 
paid to the Sheriff of the ſaid Iſlands; to be laid out for general and publick uſes. 


At a Quarter Court for the Summer-Iſlands Company, beld at Armourers 
Hall iz Coleman-ſtreet, London : Wedneſday, the roth of Febru- 
ary, 1669. 


JO Company taking into Conſideration, that the only ground of the preſent differences 
that are among them, hath been the entertaining of a Ship wherein one or more par- 
ticu'ar Members have had Intereſt, and that the ſame hath been found by daily experience to 
be very prejudicial to the Company; and that no Articles have of late b-en obſerved, no En- 
voices given as they ought to have been; the Accounts ſuch only as the Company could have no 
check upon ; beſides the general damage to the Plantation by Tranſporting of Cedar, and other- 
wiſe, and that the entertaining of ſtrange Ships would much conduce to the benefit of the Compa- 
pany , as that the Company. would then have due Account, None would be encouraged to 
wrong the Company and Plantation; the Members would agree to puniſh Offenders, and the 
whole would tend to Union in the Company, Be 


(4) | 
Be it Ena&ed and Ordained, That no Ship ſhall be entertained by this Company as a Magazecen- 


Ship, in any Voyage to the Suramer-Iſlands, for the future, wherein any Member or Members of 
this Company, hn or ſhall have any particular ſhare or Intereſt. 


THOMAS MARTIN, Secretary to the ſaid Company. 


The 119th Law of the Company Printed. 


LL Grants from the Cempany of mens private Lands in the Summer-Iſlands, ſhall paſs 
under the Common Seal of the Company; which ſhall be ſufficient eviidence for the 


{aid Lands, &c. 
At a Quarter-Court the 25 of May, 1636. 


Wy ww it is given out, That divers of the Planters that live in the Iſlands, do intend, 
and are about to buy divers ſhares of Land for their own uſe; which in time may 
be of ill conſequence to this State, and Company, and their Governours : for the preventing there- 
of, This Court do Order and give Authority for the buying of all ſuch Lands, and do allo Con- 
firm their former Order, That no one ſhall be admitted of the Company, by Vertne of any 
Land he ſhall buy, unleſs the ſame Land were firſt offered to the Company ;, nor any ſuch Deed 
to be ratified under the Companies Seal. | 


